ABRAM 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1912. 


Springfield  House. 

Abram, 

January,  1913. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Abram  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
Health  of  your  township  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1912, 
together  with  the  statistical  tables  as  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  &c. 

The  climatic  conditions  prevailing  during  1912  were  in  almost 
direct  contrast  with  the  1911,  for  whereas  during  the  latter  we  had 
a very  long  period  of  dry  hot  weather,  carrying  in  its  train  such 
diseases  as  Diarrhoea,  &c.,  during  1912  the  weather  was  much  wetter 
and  cooler,  with  a consequent  diminution  of  Diarrhoeal  cases,  but  a 
slight  increase  in  chest  diseases. 

The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  6989,  this 
being  calculated  from  the  census  of  the  previous  year,  with  the  neces- 
sary addition  of  the  births  and  subtraction  of  the  deaths  from  that 

period. 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  is  2,  and  ? 
houses  have  been  demolished,  there  being  1290  inhabited  houses  with, 
an  average  population  in  each  of  5.41. 
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The  rateable  value  is  £32,368  11s.  3d.,  this  being  larger  than 
in  previous  years,  and  a penny  rate  produces  £134  17s.  4d. 

The  population  is  of  a similar  character  to  what  was  reported 
last  year,  and  the  housing  accommodation  has  not  been  altered  during 
the  year,  with  the  exception  that  the  houses  in  Cundliffe  Court,  Plank 
Lane,  have  now  had  back  doors  put  to  them.  The  total  statistics  I 


have  calculated  on  the  population  as  stated  above. 

Deaths. 

Total  deaths  registered  in  the  district  ...  ...  39 

Less  deaths  not  belonging  to  district  ...  ...  6 

Plus  deaths  belonging  to  but  registered  outside  district  10 

Total  nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  ...  ...  93 


This  gives  a death  rate  of  13.30  per  thousand  per  annum  of  a 
living  population  which  is  4.46  per  thousand  less  than  for  1911. 


The  following  are  the  details  of  the  deaths: — 

Under  1 & under  2 & under  5 & under  1 5 & under  26  & under  45  & under  66  and 
1 year  2 years  5 years  15  years  25  years  45  years  65  years  upwards 

29  6 5 6 .6  5 23  13 


The  Ward  distribution  and  rates  per  thousand  of  population  are 


as  follows: — 

Population 

Total 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
thousand 

Deaths  under 
1 year 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

Abram  Brow 

2136 

28 

13.10 

6 

100 

Bamfurlong 

2336 

29 

12.41 

14 

229 

Bickershaw 

1424 

17 

11.93 

3 

68 

Plank  Lane 

1093 

19 

17.47 

6 

176 

On  comparison  with  similar  figures  for  the  previous  year  the 
general  death  rate  is  lower  in  all  Wards  with  the  exception  of  Barn- 
furlong,  which  is  1.6  per  thousand  higher,  and  is  due  to  the  great 
increase  in  infantile  death  rate,  the  most  noticeable  decrease  being 
in  Plank  Lane  Ward,  which  is  12.03  per  thousand  lower. 

The  infantile  death  rate  is  lower  in  all  Wards  except  Bamfur- 
long,  which  has  risen  from  54  in  1911  to  229  in  1912  per  thousand 
births  registered, 
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The  causes  of  the  deaths  are:  Congenital  Defects  5,  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis.  4,  Chest  Diseases  4,  and  Meningitis  1,  and  the  situations 
are  7 in  each  portion  of  the  Ward,  those  in  the  Bamfurlong  portion 
being  again  sub-divided  into  Lily  Lane  3,  Cross  Street  2,  Tetley  Street 
and  Bryn  Street.  1 each.  In  neither  of  these  three  latter  streets  is 
there  any  satisfactory  paving  in  the  back  yards. 

Zymotic  Diseases.  Including  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  there  are 
14  deaths  from  these  disease©  made  up  as  follows : Diarrhoea,  &c.  6, 
Enteric  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough  2 each,  and  Measles,  Erysipelas, 
Chicken  Pox,  and  Diphtheria  1 each. 

The  death  rate  from  these  diseases  is  jusit  slightly  over  2 per 
thousand,  a distinct  reduction  from  last  year. 

The  Ward  distribution  and  the  several  rates  per  thousand  of  the 
population  are  as  follows  : — - 


Deaths  from 
Zymotic  Diseases 

Kates  per  thousand 
of  the  population. 

Abram  Brow  3 

1.40 

Bamfurlong  4 

1.71 

Bicker  sh  aw  3 

2.10 

Plank  Lane  4 

3.64 

These  figures  show  a considerable  reduction  on  those  of  the 
previous  year.  Plank  Lane  is  again  the  highest,  this  being  due  to 
the  prevalence  in  January  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  which 
was  noted  as  present  in  my  report  of  last  year  in  the  months  of 
November  and  December. 

Births.  199,  an  increase  of  2 over  the  previous  year  have  been 
registered,  and  consist  of  103  boys  and  96  girls.  The  birth  rate  is 
the  same  as  last  year,  viz.,  28.47  per  thousand.  9 of  these  births  are 
those  of  illegitimate  children,  and  they  are  situated  as  follows:- — 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Abram  Brow  1 

1 

2 

Bamfurlong  1 

Bicker  shaw  2 

3~ 

4 

2 

Plank  Lane  - 

1 

1 

Total  4 

5 

9 

5 


9 
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The  details  of  the  general  birth  rate  are  as  follows : — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Rate  per  thousand 

Abram  Brow 

34 

26 

60 

28.08 

Bamfurlong 

27 

34 

61 

26.11 

Bickershaw 

27 

17 

44 

30.89 

Plank  Lane 

15 

19 

34 

31.10 

All  the  Wards  show  an  increased  birth  rate  except  Plank  Lane 
Ward,  which  is  11.41  per  thousand  less  than  the  previous  year. 


Notifications.  52  have  been  received  during  the  year,  being  a 
reduction  of  19  on  the  previous  year,  and  this  despite  the  fact  that 
for  the  first  time  Poliomyelitis  and  Phthisis  generally  have  been 
notifiable. 


The  Ward  Distribution  is  as  follows: — 


Abram 

Brow 

Bamfurlong  Bickershaw 

Plank 

Lane 

Total 

Diphtheria 

6 

4 

3 

- 

13 

Erysipelas 

3 

8 

2 

3 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

5 

3 

- 

8 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Ophthalmia 

Neonotorum 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

11 

21 

13 

7 

52 

On  comparison  with  the  figures  of  the  previous  year,  Abram 
Brow  Ward  24  cases  less,  Bamfurlong  1 more,  Bickershaw  1 less,  and 
Plank  Lane  5 more, 
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Of  the  various  diseases  notifiable  Scarlet  Fever  is  again  lower 
than  the  previous  year,  viz.,  8,  against  10,  and  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria  is  slightly  higher,  13,  against  11  the  previous  year 
and  1 death. 

Erysipelas  is  3 lower  than  previous  year,  but  there  is  one  death 
from  this  disease. 

Enteric  Fever  shows  a marked  decrease,  there  being  only  5 oases 
notified,  as  against  29  in  the  previous  year.  There  have,  however, 
been  2 deaths  from  this  cause,  one  being  a case  admitted  into 
hospital  towards  the  end  of  1911. 

Puerperal  Fever.  I case,  as  against  2 the  previous  year.  No  fatal 
result. 


Poliomyelitis.  1 case  notifiable  for  first  time  this  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  One  case,  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
also  generally  notifiable'  for  first  time,  gives  7 cases  with  2 deaths. 


Of  the  Non- notifiable  diseases,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  have 
caused  6 deaths,  all  under  1 year  ; this  is  considerably  lower  than  in 
1911.  Measles  was  in  epidemic  form  in  January  in  Plank  Lane  Ward, 
and  caused  1 death,  being  5 less  'than  the  previous  year;  this  also 
appeared  towards  the  end  of  December  in  the  district  generally,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  this  (January)  seems  to  be  epidemic.  Chicken  Pox 
has  also  caused  1 death.  Whooping  Cough  was  present  more  par- 
ticularly in  Plank  Lane  Ward  in  the  first  month  of  the  year,  and 
caused  2 deaths,  but  since  then  the  township  generally  has  been  free 
from  it. 

Respiratory  Diseases.  The  total  deaths  from  these  diseases  are 
19  in  number,  being  one  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  again 
at  the  two  extremes  of  life  that  these'  diseases  are  most  fatal,  12  being 
in  children  under  5 years,  and  6 in  persons  of  45  years  and  upwards. 


Heart  Diseases.  6 deaths,  as  against  12  the  previous  year. 

Premature  Birth.  4,  being  the  same  as  last  year. 

Deaths  from  Violence  show  a great  reduction  on  the  previous 
year,  3,  as  compared  with  16. 

Uncertified  Deaths  are  2 in  number,  both  in  infants  under  1 year 
of  age. 
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Deaths  from  all  other  causes,  Defined  and  ill  defined  are  26  in 
number,  being  1 less  than  last  year. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act.  These  various  places  have  been 
examined  and  found  fairly  good.  These  premises  consist  of: 

8 Bakehouses. 

13  Workshops. 

7 Workplaces. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  These  have  been  visited  and  found 
generally  satisfactory.  There  is,  however,  still  room  for  improve- 
ment in  the  cleanliness  of  some  of  the  cattle  kept. 

The  one  Slaughter-house  has  been  frequently  visited  and  found 
satisfactory. 

The  Midwives  Act.  This  continues  to  be  administered  in  a satis- 
factory manner. 

The  Water  Supply.  This  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year,  but  owing  to  mining  subsidence  there  have  been  several  bursts 
in  the  water  mains. 

The  Housing  and  Town-Planning  Act.  27  houses  have  been 
•examined  and  reported  on  in  connection  with  this  Act,  with  varying 
degrees  of  success  as  regards  repairs  being  carried  out. 

2 old  houses  at  the  end  of  Crank  wood  Road  have  been  demolished. 


Ie  beg  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  O.  BENTHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1912  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

DISTRICT  OF  ABRAM. 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  1982. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1912.  District  of  Abram. 


9 


Isolation  Hospital — Name  and  Situation — Sanatorium,  Park  Lane,  Abram . Total  available  beds , 
Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  2% 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Year  1912,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Abram, 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  & Workshop  Act,  1901  in 
connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  & Homework 


l.  INSPECTION  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


•NO.  ot 

T1  > Inspec- 

Premises  tions. 

Factories  (Including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  20 
Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report)  8 

Total  28 


No.  of  No.  of 

Written  Prosecu- 
Notices.  tions. 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  in  Factories,  Workshops  & Workplaces 

Number  of  Defects 


Referred  to 

Found.  Hemedied.  H.M.  Inspector. 

Nil. 


No.  of 

Prosecutions. 


3. -HOME  WORK. 

Addresses  of  Outworkers.  Inspections  of  Out- 

Received  from  other  Councils.  ’ workers’  premisea. 

Nil. 

Total  Nil. 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Workshops:  Bakehouses  ...  g 

Dressmakers  ...  7 

Milliners  2 

Cloggers  ...  ...  ...  7 

Blacksmith  ...  \ 

Coffin  Maker  ...  ...  j 

Wheelwright  ...  1 

Tinsmith  ...  . i 


Tptal  number  of  workshops  on  Register  28 

January  31,  1913.  A.  0.  JBFNTHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  (C). 

COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER 


Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1912. 


Urban  District  of  Abram. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  O.  Bentham.  Salary,  £40. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  W.  H.  Roby.  Salary,  £90. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation? 

For  Small-pox,  Corrugated  Iron  Building. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases  Isolation  Hospital. 

Is  it  joint  or  otherwise?  Not  joint 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  District  : For  Small-pox,  4. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases,  8. 

No.  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  from  your  District? 

Small-pox,  nil.  Diphtheria,  nil.  Scarlet  Fever,  5.  Enteric 
Fever  5.  Total,  10. 

Deaths  in  Hospital  of  patients  from  your  district? 

From  what  cause  ? 2,  Enteric  Fever. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out?  Houses,  Sulphur  Fumigation. 
No.  of  Houses  disinfected  ? 33.  Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding, 
&c.  (steam  or  otherwise)?  Steam.  Where  is  Apparatus  situated? 
At  Isolation  Hospital. 

If  Apparatus  at  a Hospital,  is  it  available  to  be  used  for  the  dis- 
infection of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  of  Patients  not  removed  to  the 
Hospital  ? Yes. 

No.  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  under  the  Notifica- 
tion Act?  52. 
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Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifi- 
able (for  instance,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea, 
Chicken  Pox,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  &c.)  If  so,  what 
are  they?  Yes,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent?  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Period  ? J anuary  and  December. 

Any  Schools  Closed  ? Yes.  St.  Andrew’s  Infants.  If  so,  for 
what  disease  ? Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

No.  of  Special  Reports  made  under  Art.  XIX  (15  and  16)  Sani- 
tary Officers’  Order,  1910?  1. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  No.  and  nature  of  specimens 
examined?  Blood  2,  Sputum  1. 

Arrangement  (if  any)  made  under  the  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin 
Order,  1910?  Anti-toxin  supplied  free  on  application. 
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‘ The  Housing  of  the  Working  Has  your  Authority  determined 
Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909.”  the  procedure  to  be  adopted 

for  the  inspection  of  your  Dis- 
trict as  required  by  Article  1 
of  the  Regulations?  No. 

Has  your  Authority  prepared,  as 
required  by  Article  1 (3),  a 
list  of  dwelling-houses,  the 
early  inspection  of  which  is 
desirable  ? No. 


From  where  is  the  Water  Supply 
obtained  ? What  is  ite  condi- 
tion. 


Has  your  Authority  designated 
an  officer  to  undertake  the 
special  inspection  of  bous>  s 
and  to  keep  the  records  stipu- 
lated by  Article  2.  If  so. 
what  officer?  Yes.  Medical 
Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Have  the  necessary  books,  forms. 
&c.,  for  keeping  the  required 
records  been  obtained?  Yes. 

Action  taken  in  1912  : — 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in- 
spected under  Sec.  17  of  the 
Act  of  1909?  27. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  con- 
sidered unfit  for  human 
habitation  ? Nil. 

No.  of  Representations  to 
Authority  with  a view  to 
making  Closing  Orders?  Nil. 
No.  of  Closing  Orders  made? 
Nil. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied 
without  making  Closing 

Orders  ? None  complete. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  put 
into  a fit  state  of  habitation 
after  making  Closing 

Orders  ? None  complete . 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  de- 
molished ? 2. 

General  character  of  defects 
found  to  exist?  General 

dilapidations. 

Liverpool  Gorpo ration.  Good. 


le 

Is  it  subject  to  your  inspection?  Yea. 


Is  scavenging  and  Removal  of 
House  Refuse  carried  out  satis- 
factorily ? 

Yes. 

How  performed  : — By  Sanitary 
Authority,  Contract,  or  Occu- 
piers of  Houses  ? 

By  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of? 

On  special  tips. 

Has  a Destructor  been  pro- 
vided ? 

No. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Method 
of  Treatment? 

Septic  tank,  bacteria  beds,  and 
land  filtration. 

What  is  the  character  of  the 
Drainage  System  ? 

Surface  water  separate  in  princi- 
pal streets,  sewers  affected  by 
Mining  subsidence. 

Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  &c. 

All  new  drains  tested  with 
smoke ; sewers  flushed  persis- 
tently. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Pollution  of  Streams? 

Nil. 

Canal  Boats:  Number  Inspected? 

51. 

No.  of  Infringements  of  Acts? 

9. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the 
Bakehouses  ? 

Fairly  good. 

Slaughter  Houses? 

Good. 

Has  a public  Abattoir  been 
provided  ? No. 

Lodging  Houses  ? 

Nil.  Are  they  Registered?  — 

What  is  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Schools  ? 

Very  satisfactory. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
shops — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected? 
Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? 
Fair. 

Have  Regulations  been  made 
under  the  order  of  the 
L.G.B.? 

Yes.  Are  they  enforced?  Yes. 
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Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic 
feet  required  for  each  cow? 

500. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers? 

24.  No.  on  Register?  25. 

No.  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors 
of  Milk  (other  than  Cow- 
keepers)  ? 

Nil.  No.  on  Register?  1 

Total  amount  of  Food  seized  as 
unfit  for  Human  Consumption  ? 

Nil. 

No.  of  Carcases  and  parts  of  Car- 
cases condemned  for  Tubercu- 
losis ? 

2 parts. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  and 
result  ? 

Nil: 

Department  of  Inspector  of 
Nuisances. 

No.  of  Notices  served?  55. 
Nuisances  remedied?  410. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  take? 
and  result?  Nil. 

Closet  accommodation  of  the 
District  ? 

No.  of  Privy  Middens?  1043. 

Pail  Closets?  21. 

Fresh  Water  Closets?  229. 

Waste  Water  Closets?  Nil. 

No.  of  Privy  Middens  converted 
during  1912? 

To  w’c.’s  36,  to  Pails,  &c.  1. 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to 
w.c/s  ? Nil. 

Smok# 

Does  Council  contribute  towards 
the  cost  of  conversion  of  either 
privies  or  pail  closets,  or  both  ? 
If  so,  how  much  ? Lay  the 
Branch  drain  to  water  closets. 

No.  of  Observations?  Nil. 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken 
and  result?  Nil. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed 
for  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  per  hour?  None  fixed. 
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Has  the  Authority  adopted — 

“The  Infectious  Diseases  (Pre 

vention)  Act,  1890”?  Yes. 

“ The  Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1907”?  Yes. 
“ The  Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1890”?  Yes. 
“ The  Notification  of  Births  Act 
1907  ”?  No. 

Has  a Health  Visitor  been  No. 


appointed  ? 

Notable  sanitary  improvements 
during  1912. 

Conversion  of  Privy  Middens  to 
Water  Closets.  Houses  pro- 
vided with  back  doors  in 
Cundliffe’s  Court.' 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of 
District. 

Adoption  of  Notification  of 
Births  Act.  Paving  of  Private 
Streets.  Conversion  of  Mid- 
dens to  Water  Closets. 

January  31st,  1913. 

A.  0.  BENTHAM, 

Medical  Offioer  of  Health 

